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An Analysis on the US Science and Technology Strategy
during the Trump Administration
Huang Zhaolong

Abstract: For the US, it is of paramount significance that its security strategy ensures a continued dominant role in
the field of science and technology. The US regards it as a key dimension for its military and economic security, as well
as maintaining its power and thus hegemony. In recent years, the US has experienced strategic anxiety in science and
technology as China has become increasingly powerful in the Fourth Science and Technology Revolution frontier fields,
such as, quantum information science, artificial intelligence, and advanced network communications. To trigger stagna-
tion of China’ s momentum and rapid rise in science and technology power indices, and continue to guarantee US global
dominance, the Trump administration implemented unprecedented reforms in its science and technology strategy with re-
spect to research grants, innovation stimuli, patent protection, talent cultivation and external competition via the dual log-
ic of “self-strengthening” and “diminishing others”. Likewise, the Biden administration has continued the general direc-
tion of the Trump administration’s strategy, further reinforcing it.

Keywords: Trump Administration; Sino-US Relations; Sino-US Science and Technology Competition; US Science

and Technology Strategy
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